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Germany OffersPeace,NoTermsGiven;
England Receives Proposal Coldly

CONFERENCE OF ENTENTE
WILL FORCE WAR TO GO ON
Lloyd üeorge, Called "Avenger,"

Curtain to Spurn Teutonic
Offer of Negotiations, Is

London Belief

NO PARLEY UNTIL TEUTONS
Ri_i INQUISH SMALL NATIONS

English B( lieve Kaiser, by Acting Now» Seeks
ake Advantage of French and

British Cabinet Crises

By ARTHUR S. DRAPER.
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USE BELGIUM TO GET PEACE
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PEACE STILL FAR DISTANT,
IS VIEW IN WASHINGTON

Conference Likely, but Terms Sug=
jested by Teutons Will Be Re¬

jected, Officials Say.
( I- rom The Tribune Bureau )

Washington, Dec. 12..At first skeptical of the success of Germany's
; reposai for u peace conference, Washington to-night believe*, that- the

German government has executed a master stroke of diplomacy. By
.»nuttm»' t.» suggest terms, Germany leavea the Allie«, it ¡j »thought, no

reasonable basis for a rejccti»in of the invitation to a conference.

w l in the first despatches referring t.» Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg's
[li'e.h were received it was supposed that the <»tTer included an outline

of the terms which Germany wanted to discuss. This opinion was

»strengthened by semi-official utterances from Teutonic diplomatic quar¬
ters, where an outline »>f the prohahle term- was issued.

MERELY PROPOSES A CONFERENCE.
»Later advices, however, made it appear that Hollweg liad prop

merely a conference at which each belligerent, during th«* winter lull in

the military campaigns, might make known its minimum demands, ami

through which the whole world might learn what the purpose.- »»f the

various belligerents were. On this understanding, it is believed, it will

be hard fur the Allies to i» fuse serious consideration to the offer.
Accepting the invitation to discuss terms, however, would he far from

mail ng pc:» ¡nted out. ît is believed everywhere in official <|ua:-

ters that peace is a long way off, because the Allies are not ready to

ac.-ent term- t.» which Germany believer» she is entitled, on the basis of the

.v;»r map.

Washington In Stirred

Official and diplomatic quartei

stirred to the depths by the

German proposal. Fruir, Pr»

Wilson down there was genen

ognition that, regardless of th

Of the venture, Gern.any hai!

a step thut, must nave a profound
on the future conduct of the wai

Teatooie diplomats, who had

advised several days »ko to

siirh a move early this week, ma

attempt to conceal their jubi!
It came as a complete surprise
»hi re, ho vever.

»President Wilson let it be k

through »Secretary Tumulty that h

»ir» ilj interested, but that he

make no commrnt until the vie\

the Allies had been made known

the Alluil »'tnbat»r-ies and leg-tin
whs aid that ro statement coul

made, as it mipht » mbarrass their

governments.
The belief 1« that Lloyd Georg

hi», t-peech to Parliament Thursday,

make a more or les» definite repl
Germany. On this ipeech, it

thought, hangs largely the fate of

German proposal.
The freest comment was mad<

Germanic diplomatic quarter». Tl

ilec'iarcd that Germany expe

the neutrals of the world, particul
the I'nited States, to encourage

support this effcrt to bring an enc

tl.r war. It was pointed out that P

¡dent Wilson had several times

presse»l his readiness to encourag»

diseaseion of peace terms if any

the belligerents should propose it.

Bernstorff I» Hopeful

The Teutonic diplomat* are hope
also that Kr.glan.l and her Allies *"»

consider the offer. They po.nt in si

port of this hope to the recent decloi
tiot> of I »ir.i Derby that Knjrlanil w

ready to listen to the proposals of li

enen;
»ailur von Hernstortï, fors»

ing Ins rule i.f saying nothing for pu

lieation, issued the following »tat

merit:
"I was deeply gratifie.I by the ste

taken by my government, «nd ho;
they »rill lead to peace. Kven if th»

de not, c »nr thBt Geroaaay, aft»

her great victory, WOBtS peace ar

not want to bear the r> sponsibi
it y for the further suffering of mai

kind and the loos of life und propert;
any »Aants p»»ace and does nc

desiri
The ambassador »dded that he co^il

»thing of the probable term» 'ha

Germany would offer if a peace con

ferenee were arraaged. He »aid tha

«a- i.othing, so far as he knew

to Indicate that any OS-CJal proposal o

had I" SB made by Ins govern
-.. but that apparent!;, the invita-

. en "as merely to a confer.

N.i Vrmiaii.e l.fkel>

I iiere is no likelihood, it '.« believed,
that a nsrniistice can be »rrsnged
while terms »re being d'.icussed. Th«

principal ob«tacie, according to Teu¬
tonic opinion, is the fact that this war

]-» not only military, hut economic.
Wh.ie it wmild be simple to arrange

an arrni lice for »hi Men 'n th«
trcnchci, it would b* practically .ia-

possible to bring about a cessation <

the British blockade restrictions.

What Germany May Suggest
Tentative suggestions of terms wei

made in Teutonic quarter». These wei

in their essentials the same that ha\
been put out unofficially for more tha
a year. They imlicate plainly that Ge
many believes her destiny lies to th
east. In general they provide:

1. For the restoration of Belgium
and Northern France-

.'. Buffer «tate*. Poland and Lithu¬
ania, to protert dermany from Rus¬
sia,

3. An ««pen road to the east ioi

(.ermany and her Allies through
Serbia and Constantinople by the
consolidation «if most of Serbia with

the Austrian empire and the reten¬
tion of ( onstantlnople by Turkey.

I. Rclinquishinent of the Austrian
territory now held by Italy.

j. Restoration of ('erman colonies
in all parts of the world,

fi. Rctroccaalea to Salgarla of tee«
ritory lost in the »>e«-<ind Balkan «sr

Would Promote Discord

The suggestion of these terms is re

garded in quarters friendly to th
Allies as an effort to promote dilcor
among the Eateate Powers, Ru<«is
made the particular sufferer, whil
Englsad anil Franco are offered term:
that might be calculated to appeal ti

Car fist ¦.Btimeflt in those countries
hat they actually will have any sucl

effect is declared to be ridiculous.
The State Department has not re

ceivi d the official dispatches whicl
contain the proposals to the Allies
When they arrive they will b" trans
mitted at once to all th« Entent« na

tions in which tin» I'nitod S'a-e« rep
resents Germaa, Austrian and Turki«!
interests. These are Great Brite n

France, Russia, .Japan, Belgium, S. rbil
and Rumania. The I'nited State- doi-
not represent Bulgaria anywhere.
There was much speculation to-daj

as to why Ciennarv had choien th ii

< «nllnne.l (in |itt«i« |, i.tliimn I

"A DRAMATIC STROKE,"
SAYS GILBERT PARKER

British Press and Public Regard
Peace Talk as German Trick
London, Dec. I A tfOBg current

of public sentiment opposed to the Ger«
man peace proposal was evident in the
first expression« available last night
from public men and the British |
K.xpressions indicating the general
drift of sentiment were a« follow-.

Sir Gilben Parker, after mingling
with '. aeaeeiatea ia th« Boose of
Commons, said: "Thi- ia clearly a po¬
litical ma-. pied te tmprea

¡the arorid a- a dramatic stroke, but
having lit' i toward
securing an enduring peace.
"Ob« of the »f mtia

pe.ic»- would ha loch a carblag
man militarism that a resumption of
the pre»ei t conflict would be impossi¬
ble. Without inch ,« luaraate«
land Bad Eraaea would be con

as u matter u' .-. «o r>-'«i:'i

vast anales and thus continue the e:.oi

n:¦ us war burdens af th« present, m-

oi" be r.g permitted tc resume

«... .. with the assars that they will
no' again be plaBgod ÍBto ui;

"

Sir Arthur i onan Doyle: "We want
to know more about the terms, for,
witheat them, the Imperial t har.cellor's
IBggeatiOB of peace is {ar»-«..« It« rOBI ui.d
ridiculous. W«, too, are CODSCiOUl of
victory, and his boastings will be
laughed at."
The Marquis of l.ondond«in "We

have got to v.:u tiie war. Peace at
the present tune would be di».i It
to tlie nation and the en-

only a quest.on af time, BBd W« will
aria out ab-- .-

Principal Burrows of King'- College
"No peace il ,«o«sibIe on th«

that Germany is victorious."

CALMLY AWAITS FOE'S
REPLY, SAYS HOLLWEG

Berlin, I>¦ e. .. t tan
llar von Bethmonn-IIoU'

;.- r<) in Ins tpeeeh on peat t

bi fore the Reichstag to-dos
made the following re¬

ntaras
(»."iitlrmrn, in August, 1^14,

our enemies ». hallenged the
superiority <»1 «uir power in

I lie world war. In-day we

taise the (jucstion ol pea. e,
which m .1 question of hu¬
manity. \\r await the an¬

swer of our en»mies with thai
srrrneness of mind which is

guaranteed to us |>y 0»r ex¬

terior and interior »strength
and l>\ ..ut » leai » onscience.

Il our enemies decline t.»

end the war e\ery
German heart will burn in

sacred wrath against those
who are unwilling to stop
human slaughter, that their
plans of conquest and anni¬
hilation many continue.
God will he the judge. We

can pioreed upon oui way
without fear and unashamed.
We are ready lor lighting and
we are ready for peace.

OFFER OPENS
WAY FOR U. S.
Wilson May Tender
Good Offices When
Note Is Delivered

Washing'.in. Dee 12 Germany's aro«
»sosal for »peaee is regarded here as hav-
iiig broken the chains which for months
have restrained the United States, as

well SS other neutrals, from making
of mediation.

Now that on»; set of belligerents has

signified its willingness to discuss
peace terms a condition often reitcr
a-ed as a necessary prelu»le to any ac

tion by President Wilson »here are in-

ins that when the I'nite.l S
| SS the interme»liary. tra¬

it..- German proposal, it may accom¬

pany its action by I r-.eces-

doliente, t.. throw- the iafl
of the Unite.1 Btal
for at least a consideration, however

preliminary, of the terms on which a

-ht be brought to the

world.
League of Nations Foreseen

Pome ranking American officials be¬

lieve that a league of nations such as

President Wilson ha« suggested must

be the outcome, and that it eoald no!
be perfected without the participation
of the United States.

Whether the United States will

transmit the German proposal without

any comment whatever or accompany

it with some formal or informal ex

I res-ion will no! be Anally decided

until 'he note delivered to Joseph C.
Grew, Amer.can Charge In Berlin,
reach» ' Wilson, probably to¬

morrow.
There were indications to-night that

Presiden' Wilson might find some way

t., expn llemn and earnest wish
for a careful con-

r.deration of the suggestion of peace,
even befor- the overamente
have made ..

...'.. toward
the G» rman proposal.

Delicacy Is Prime Neeessllv

hi ». a out, would nec-

,i lach a delicate and

ultra lential way that it never

publicly known ihould the
v decline the offer.

I and
unembarrassed
able p»

rompanv thi
man proposal with any word,

.»ould
-if the
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ar..| i

i. M
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continuing
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|;. *mg a

Diet Ogl
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. »»ni»'., imi llj after the culmi¬
nation of the triumphant Rumanian

..gn, the pea». offer, Entente dip¬
loma* . nprcsi

have
no lu el ' c» in their iíov-
sremc ¦. to continue the v»ar.

. ffect <»f the peace
develop) i| on the United si
will b» I proctii a'..) .n abeyance
ail thi ici pending wuh

»ab-
marir. Germany, the pro«
¦. '..:1b*...n of B.

Brite
ill will mai K time

unt.l ¡i bei en et ippai »
. they

will be kuivrd by tii» auvw.*. ai ji«ace.

ALLIES ASKED TO CONFER
AT ONCE ON ENDING WAR
Note Sent to Knemy Nations
Through U. S», Spain and
Switzerland.Pope Urged

to Use Influence

HOLLWEQ PROMISES TERMS
ASSURING LASTING PEACE

Seeks Only Guarantee of Safety and Honor,
He Asserts.Kaiser Tells Army to Fight

On Until Foe Accepts
Berlin, Dec. 12 (by wireless to Sayvill«-*)..Germany and

her allies today pmposod to enter forthwith into peace negotia¬
tion.-.

The propositions which they will bring forward are, accord¬
ing to Chancellor von Bethmann-Hollweg. appropriate for the
establishment of a lasting peace, and have for their object the
guarantee of existence, of honor and of liberty of «-volution for
the four allied (Central) powers.

The Austrian Turkish and Bulgarian governments are

making similar proposals. These proposals have been trans¬

mitted to the Vatican, and have been handed to the American
Spanish and Swiss representatives here for transmission to the
Entente powers.

TEXT OF THE GERMAN NOTE*
Following is the text of the note addressed by Germany

and her allies to the hostile governments:
The most terrific war ever experienced in history has

been raging for the last two years and a half over a large
part of the world.a catastrophe which thousands of years
of common civilization was unable to prevent, and which
injures the most precious achievements of humanity.

Our aims are not to shatter nor annihilate our adver¬
saries. In spite of our consciousness of our military and
economic strength and our readiness to continue the war

(which has been forced upon us) until the bitter end, if nec¬
essary; at the same time prompted by the desire to avoid
further bloodshed and make an end to the atrocities of war.
the four allied powers propose to enter forthwith into peace
negotiations.

The propositions which they bring forward for such
negotiations, and which hav«> for their object a guarantee
of the existence, of the honor and liberty of evolution for
their nations, are, according to their firm belief, an appro¬
priate basis for the establishment of a lasting peace.

The four allied powers have b«*en obliged to take up
arms to defend justice and the liberty -,f national evolution.
The glorious deeds of our armies have in no way altered
their purpose. We always maintained the firm belief that
our own rights and justified claims in no way control the
rights of these nations.

RUIN THREATENING EL'ROPE
The spiritual and material progress which was the

pride of Europe at the beginning of the twentieth century I

is threaten«'d with ruin, (iermany and her allies, Austria-
Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey, gave proof of their un-

compierable strength in this struggle. They gained gigan¬
tic advantages over adversaries superior in number and
war material. Our lines stand unshaken against ever re¬

peated attempts made by armies.
The last attack in the Balkans has been rapidly and

victoriously overcome. The most recent events have de¬
monstrated that, further continuance of the war will not re¬

sult in breaking the resistance of our forces, and the whole
situation with regard to our troops justifies our exjHvtation
of further successes.

If in spite of this offer of peace and reconciliation the
struggle should go on. the four allied powers are resolved
to continue to a victorious end. but they disclaim responsi¬
bility for this before humanity and history. The imperial
government, through the goo«i offices of your «'xcellency,
ask the gov«-rnment of (here,is Inserted the name of the
neutral power addressed in each in-tar.ee) to bring thi«
communication to the knowledge of the government of
(here are inserted the names of th«- belligerents).

KAISER NOTIFIES GENERALS OF OFFER
Emperor William has notified his commanding g«-nerals of

Germany's peace offer, and has informed them it i-» still un-

ceitain whether the offer will be accepted. The Emperor's
order is addressed also to "my navy, which in the common light
has loyally and effectively staked all its strength." It follows:

"Soldiers: In agreement with the sovereigns of my allies
and with the eonsciou.sness of victory I have mad«« an off« r ni
peace to the enemy. Whether it will be accepted is still un¬

certain. Until that moment arrives you mil] light on."
The following announcement was given out to-day be the

¦semi-official Overseas News Agency:
"The Chancellor this morning received OM alter another

the representatives of the United States ,».*' America and Spain


